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George Cardinal Alencherry

Major Archbishop
Syro-Malabar Church

Prot. No. 1197/2023 7 December 2023
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The Syro-Malabar Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Mount St. Thomas, P.B.No. 3110, P.O. Kakkanad, Kochi — 682 030, Kerala, India
Tel: (0484) 2424780, 2424768, 2426235; Fax: (0484) 2422727. E-mail: majorarchbishop@gmail.com, Website:www.syromalabarchurch.in
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Eat clean. Drink Water.
Stay active. Be healthy.
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To My Venerable Brother

His Beatitude Mar George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of Ernakulam-Angamaly of the
Syro-Malabar Church

As you celebrated last year your fiftieth anniversary of priestly ordination and twenty-fifth anniversary as a Bishop,
I'was pleased to join you in giving thanks to the Lord, expressing as well my gratitude for the dedication shown over
the course of those years by your many pastoral and educational efforts and initiatives. In particular, since 2011, the
year of your election as Father and Head of the Major Archepiscopal Church of Ernakulam-Angamaly, the signs
of your zeai artd generosity were numerous, as you laboured unceasingly for the achievement of various important
milestones in the life of this Particular Church.

In this regard, I think of the recognition of the All-India jurisdiction, the establishment of the oflices of the Procura-
tor in Rome and the erection of Eparchies in Australia, Canada and Great Britain. It is also encouraging that various
provisions for the pastoral care of the faithful in the Arabian Peninsula are under serious consideration. You have
attended to all this without neglecting the ordinary path of the Church, in considering, together with the Synod, pas-
toral care in catechesis and the liturgr, formation of the clergr and accompaniment of young people, especially in the
diaspora, while not forgetting to give attention and service to the poor and those most in need.

The year 2022 witnessed another important event in the life of the Saint Thomas Christians as well as in the uni-
versal Church: the 1,950th anniversary of the martyrdom of the Apostle who, according to tradition, brought the
proclamation of the Gospel to India. There, as a martyr, he conformed himself totally to his Lord and God (cf. Jn
20:28) through the supreme sacrifice of his life. Guided by this example of Saint Thomas, and out of love for the
risen Lord and his Church, in 2019 you offered to step away from the pastoral governance of the beloved Syro-Mal-
abar Church when faced with divisions and protests. Yet at that time, the Apostolic See accepted the judgment of the
Syro-Malabar Synod of Bishops, which did not consider it the suitable moment. The Synod, however, could not fail
to recognize in your request the heart of a Pastor who set the unity and mission of the Church above everything else.

Now that you have reached two significant jubilees and accomplished the pastoral objectives set for the flock en-
trusted to your care, I consider your resignation not as the conclusion, but the fulfilment of your service. Indeed, this
step represents a further witness of fidelity to the Gospel and a new way of serving the Church, above all through
contemplative and intercessory prayer, as well as by continuing to offer your counsel to the Dicasteries of the Roman
Curia of which you are a member.

In light of these considerations, together with the occurrence of the centenary of the Syro-Malabar hierarchy, and al-
ways mindful of the good and unity of the People of God, I have decided to accept your resignation as a sign of your
openness and docility to the Holy Spirit. Invoking the intercession of Saint Thomas the Apostle and assuring you of
my prayers, [ impart my blessing to you and to the whole Major Archepiscopal Church of Ernakulam- Angamaly.

Rome, from Saint John Lateran,

E"‘““NQ;Q e
29 November 2023
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Courses Offered

BTech

1. Artificial Intelligence and Data Science

2. Civil Engineering

3. Computer Science and Engineering

4. Electrical and Electronics Engineering

5. Electronics and Communication Engineering
6. Mechanical Engineering

7. Mechatronics

prd@jec

MTech PhD
1. Computer Science and Engineering 1. Computer Science and Engineering
2. Power Electronics 2. Electrical and Electronics Engineering
3. Transportation Engineering 3. Electronics and Communication Engineering
4.C and 4 i i
Signal Processing 5. Basic Science and Humanities
5. Industrial Automation and Robotics
Helpline:

04884259000 info@jecc.ac.in
9526924455 www.jecc.ac.in
9526934455

'Jyothi

Engmeermg College
ot ils, Vet P 0, Cheruthuruthy, Thrisur - 679531
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This Is Where It
Starts.

Join Amal Jyothi

College of Engineering /

Kottayam, Kerala
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The Best Choice For Your Education

The main features of the College comprises world-class infra-

structure, top-flight faculty, high pass percentage, excellent
placement record, unique student projects and first rate inno-
vation & entrepreneurship ventures on campus.

CONTACT US

info@amaljyothi.ac.in
principal@amaljyothi.ac.in

Postal Address
Amal Jyothi College of Engineering
Kanjirappally, Koovappally P.O.
Kottayam Dt., Kerala, India.
PIN - 686518

+91 90726 61610
+91 84960 94661
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his year’s Christmas joy was overshadowed by the dark

clouds of misgivings and confusion when the Vatican ac-
cepted the resignation of Cardinal Mar George Alencherry from
his role as the Head of the Syro-Malabar Church. It was a
heartbreaking piece of news for all those who worked with him
and saw his sincerity, self-denying commitment, and simplic-
ity.
The opposition against him was vehement as to destroy any
weak-hearted man. Still, he withstood all of them because of
his great sincerity, humble spirituality, and open-hearted ap-
proach to all. It can be truly said he holds no grudge against
anyone even against those who opposed him tooth and nail.
Some misguided and ill-educated people were prompted to
destroy his influence and diminish his role as the Head of the
Church. Of course, some have misunderstood the significance
of the steps he has taken but they never realized those steps
were taken for the good of the Church. Starting a Medical col-
lege for the Archdiocese or the updating of the liturgy are noble
steps. There could be mistakes in any steps we undertake
in life. We correct our mistakes and go forward. But nobody
would destroy a person and blow him to smithereens as the
disgruntled individuals have done.

Those who have collaborated with him in all successful
ventures have not come out to speak up for him boldly and
confidently. A few columnists in the media had the run of the
day because nobody was opposing them. A very confident,
forward-moving Church with a large number of people having
liberal and progressive Western-educated values has stood
empty-handed seeing the display of arrogance on the part of a
few media persons or laypeople who were not involved in the
progress or development of the Church. The educated and the
progressive members of the Church stood watching in dismay
at the arrogant and disparaging behavior of a few hoodlums.

The priests who got involved in public protests, burning the
effigies of bishops, calling slanderous invectives against the
bishops, offering satyagraha, or staging protests at the Bish-
op's house are the dregs of the society and have not been
affected by any civilized values. They might have gotten some
smattering in theological or philosophical matters but they
were not like our gentlemen coming out of the universities. Of
course, some who come out from our present-day colleges
and universities are miscreants and political workers and they
were paid and supported by political parties. The priests who
demonstrated against him were following in the footsteps of
these hoodlums making a mockery of the sacred vows they
took in public before God and the people. What a parody and
abuse of the ministry that we saw in the past couple of years!

Hundreds and thousands of priests have worked and are
working silently in all parts of the State with great vision, val-
ues, respect, and dignity. They foster inter-religious harmony
and make prosperous conditions for the people, Catholics, and
non-Catholics alike to live decently and peaceably. They were
all put to shame by these few persons. Their cassocks brought
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FAREWELL TO THE MAIOR ARCHBISHOP

FR. GEORGE MADATHIPARAMPIL

shame to the whole clergy of Kerala.

This great robust Church has no lay or clerical leaders or me-
dia outlets to stand up for the Church and uphold its moral
and religious dignity. Half-baked journalists in some reputed
newspapers played havoc with the future and destiny of the
Church. They are some rotten apples among the journalists
but they held the day. But those hard-working priests are in the
field, building up communities, forming the youth in schools
and colleges, and caring for the orphans and the physically and
mentally disabled. Their voice will soon be echoed in the corri-
dors of history thunderously condemning the blatant and blas-
phemous injury that has been committed against the Church
for the benefit of position, glory, and material gains by a few.
But there will be no dent in the fortress of the Syro-Malabar
Church that has built up the development of Kerala physically
and spiritually.

Through the last 12 years of his ministry as the Major Arch-
bishop, Cardinal Mar Alencherry has brought into greater cohe-
sion the disparate communities of the faithful living in different
parts of India and abroad. Visiting them often, strengthening
them in their faith, and walking with them in their arduous jour-
ney of life, he fostered a sense of unity. He never cared for
achieving any personal benefits but worked for the good of all.
Supporting the creation of many dioceses in different parts of
the world, strengthening their organizational structures, mak-
ing himself available to the ordinary people to have interactions
with him, and reconciling the people who have fallen away
from the Church, he lived the life of a good Pastor.

If politics is the art of the possible, spiritual life is a total sub-
mission to the will of God. Mar Alencherry kept himself as a
devoted son of the Church, trying to enhance the mission en-
trusted to him with great devotion, faith and intelligence. He
was always on the side of the poor, the victimized and the
marginalized. His Christmas days were spent with the hand-
icapped and the poor. It is said that those who stand in the
valley will see everyone as great. He was always standing in
the valley and not on the top of the hill.

The Syro-Malabar Church reached its greatest visibility and
dynamism in evangelization during these past 12 years. He
was able to guide, control, and cajole people of different views
to come together and share the authentic Christian vision. As
a person imbued totally with a great understanding of the Bi-
ble, he explained the message of the Gospel with passion and
eloquence.

An age of biblical joy, spontaneity, and overpowering faith in
the history of the Syro-Malabar Church has passed. One is
reminded of the words of Mathew Arnold at this juncture: “ The
Sea of Faith was once too at the Full...but now | only hear its
large withdrawing roar.”

Laus tibi Deo.
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FR SEBASTIAN CHALAKKAL
SECRETARY, DOCTRINAL COMMISSION

The Commission for Doctrine of the Syro-Mala-
bar Church expresses our profound gratitude to
His Beatitude Cardinal Mar George Alenchery
for His loving and paternal care, wise guidance
and sincere support for the effective functioning
of the Commission. His Beatitude was always
available for all the activities of the Commission,
whether it be the meetings of the Theology Fo-
rum or discussions on the Doctrinal matters.
Being a resourceful and experienced theologian
of the Syro-Malabar Church, His Beatitude has
always given us proper theological guidance in
our different theological pursuits. It was His Be-
atitude who officially declared the launching of
the E-Journal ‘The Light’, an E-Journal which is
a joint venture of the Doctrinal Commission and
the Internet Mission of the Syro-Malabar Church
on 06 January, 2022. His Beatitude’s exhortation
that an E-Journal is a need of the time and that we
should pay attention to the regular publication of
the journal is well kept to this day. The admonition
of His Beatitude to be vigilant on the erroneous
teachings by some groups and movements in the
Church and the exhortation to be always faith-
ful to the teaching of the Church and obedient to
the authority of the Church, will always remain in
our hearts and will be a source of inspiration for
all our activities. We really appreciate His Beati-
tude’s paternal care, wise guidance and sincere
support. Thank You Your Beatitude!

p—

DEDICATED CARE.

ST.THOMAS HOSPITAL
CHETHIPUZHA (=2 =

blessed for healing

Kurisummood P.O., Chethipuzha,
Changanassery, Kottayam, Kerala - 686104

Tel: 048127 22100

37 Wlaodsennhaaed, 107 alBuiRL CIGSHAID (A Health Care Project of the Archdiocese of Changanassery)
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Chronicle of Mar George Cardinal Alencherry

Birth

19 APRIL 1945

April 1945

02 February 1997

February 1997

Episcopal Ordination

Enthronement as
Major Archbishop

May 2011

29th May 201

Took Possession of
the Title of San Bernardo
alle Terme

October 2012

14 October 2012

December 1972

18 December 1972

Ordained Priest

07 December 2023

6

May 2011

y

February 2012

24 May 20m
18 February 2012

Elected Major Archbishop

Nominated Member
of the DDF (Second Term)

May 2017

3
»

Created Cardinal

March 2012

13 March 2012

Nominated Member
of the DDF (First Term)

Nominated Member of
the Dicastery for the
Eastern Churches

13 March 2012

March 2012

December 2023

Resignation

October 2012

010ctober 2012

Nominated Member
of COINCAT
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